URBAN FORUM 

16 February 2012
Brussels, Charlemagne Building
AGENDA
8:30 – 9:30
Registration and welcome coffee
09:30 – 10:00
Welcome and opening

Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for Regional Policy
Integrated strategies and funding for urban development: the new regulations

Carsten Hansen, Danish Minister  for Housing, Urban and Rural Affairs 
10:00 – 16:00
Thematic panels - Moderator: Jacki Davis, analyst on European Union affairs
10:00 – 11:30 
First thematic panel: Europe 2020 and the challenge of coordinating thematic investments in cities and promoting integrated urban development 

- Jan Olbrycht, Member of the European Parliament

- Mayors of 5 cities: Dunkerque, Michel Delebarre, Coordinator of the European Groups of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) Platform; Sofia, Jordanka Fandakova; Naples, Luigi de Magistris; Warsaw, Hanna Gronkiewicz Waltz, Eurocities vice-President; Lisbon, António Luís dos Santos da Costa.
11:30 – 13:00
Second thematic panel: Innovative actions for sustainable urban development
- Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Action

- Veronica Gaffey, Acting Director, DG for Regional Policy, European Commission

- Mayors of 4 cities: Stuttgart, Wolfang Schuster, President of the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR);  Amsterdam, Eberhard van der Laan; Manchester, Sir Richard Leese; Bratislava, Milan Ftáčnik.
(
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch with representatives of Geographical Directorates - A buffet lunch will be organised with big round tables and seats. There will be the opportunity for Mayors to meet representatives of Geographical Directorates and Units.
(
14:30 – 16:00
Third thematic panel: Integrated Territorial Investments: How may it work for fostering the urban dimension of cohesion policy?
- Mercedes Bresso, President of the Committee of the Regions 
- Rudolf Niessler, Director, DG for Regional Policy, European Commission 
- Mayors of 5 cities: Leipzig, Burkhard Jung; Barcelona, Xavier Trias; Turin, Piero Fassino;
Łódź, Hanna Zdanowska, Roubaix, René Vandirendonck, Vice-President of  Lille Métropole.

16:00 – 16.30
Video Clip – 'Cities: Shaping the future'

Closing address
Nicholas Martyn, Acting Director General for Regional Policy 
Towards green, inclusive and smart cities: Paving the way for sustainable cities of tomorrow
Interpretation will be provided in the following languages: EN, FR, DE, IT, ES, PL, NL, SK, BG, PT, DA (tbc). 
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